Canadian Communication Association Founded: Reflections on the Saskatoon Meeting by Tate, Eugene
Canadian Communication a s s o c i a t i o n  --- - - Founded: 
REFLECTIONS ON THE SASKATOON MEETING 
Eugene Tate 
St .  Thomas More Col lege 
The Canadian Comnunication Assoc ia t i on  was 
founded i n  Saskatoon on June 1, 1979 a t  t he  
Learned S o c i e t i e s  Conference. Twenty persons. 
a t tended the  found ing meet ing  a t  S t .  Thomas More 
Col lege, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Saskatchewan. Delegates 
voted unanimously t o  found the  assoc ia t i on ,  
e s t a b l i s h  t he  s t e e r i n g  cornni t tee as o f f i c e r s  and 
Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  u n t i l  the  n e x t  meet ing i n  
Montreal  i n  1980 when a  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  
bo th  o f f i c i a l  languages w i l l  be vo ted on. The 
s t e e r i n g  committee e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Windsor t he  
prev ious yea r  w i l l  con t i nue  w i t h  i t s  p resen t  
membership p lus  severa l  members who have been 
added a t  Saskatoon. (Donald Thea l l ,  o f  McG i l l  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  w i l l  thus serve as pro-tem cha i  m a n  
o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ) .  The Canadian Journal  o f  
Comnunication was a l s o  vo ted as t he  o f f i c i a l  
j ou rna l  o f  t he  assoc ia t i on .  
The Saskatoon meetings began w i t h  a  j o i n t  
meet ing on May 31s t  w i t h  t he  Canadian P o l i t i c a l  
Science Assoc ia t ion .  A panel c o n s i s t i n g  o f  
G. S t u a r t  Adam, Ca r l e ton  U n i v e r s i t y  School o f  
Journa l  ism, Fred F le t che r  and A r t h u r  Siege1 o f  
York U n i v e r s i t y ,  and L i o r a  S a l t e r  o f  Simon Fraser  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  d iscussed p o l i t i c a l  comnunicat ion 
research.  The d i scuss ion  centered around a  model 
o f  t he  p o l i t i c a l  communication process which Jay 
Weston and S t u a r t  Adam had developed a t  Car le ton.  
Cent ra l  t o  the  model was the  process by which 
p o l i t i c a l  events a re  se lec ted  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  as 
news events.  
F r i day  morning the new a s s o c i a t i o n  sponsored 
a  sess ion w i t h  papers a t  S t .  Thomas More Col lege.  
W i l l  iam Melody, Simon Fraser U n i v e r s i t y ,  cha i red  
the  F r i day  morning sess ion w i t h  d i s c u s s i o n c e n t r e d  
on Oal l a s  Srnythe's paper, "Communications: Bl i nd -  
spo t  i n  Western Marxism." Smythe (Simon Fraser  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  Communication Stud ies  program) ex- 
panded upon h i s  pub l ished a r t i c l e  o f  t he  same 
t i t l e  (Canadian Journa l  o f  P o l i t i c a l  and Soc ia l  
Theory Vol. 1, No. 3 )  i n  which he argued t h a t  
Western M a r x i s t  thought has ignored the  power o f  
t he  mass media t o  d e l i v e r  t o  t h e  a d v e r t i s e r  an 
audience. The audience has become the  comnodity 
which a d v e r t i s e r s  use the media t o  d e l i v e r  t o  t he  
owners o f  t he  means of p roduct ion .  Media content ,  
accord ing t o  Smythe, i s  a  l u r e  t o  g e t  t he  audience 
t o  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  adver t isement  o f  p roducts  
and se rv i ces .  Thus the  media a r e  a  t o o l  i n  t he  
hands o f  c a p i t a l i s t  business t o  ensure a  ready 
audience f o r  t he  messages o f  importance--brand 
advert isements f o r  p roducts  which the  producer 
wishes t o  s e l l .  
W i l l i a m  L i van t ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Regina, expanded 
upon Smythe's argument i n  h i s  paper, "The Audience 
Comnodi t y  : On the  B l  i ndspo t  Debate . "  L i v a n t  began 
by n o t i n g  t h a t  t he  t h i r d  p a r t y  and t r u e  an tagon i s t  
i n  t h i s  debate was absent.  L i v a n t  cont inued t o  ex- 
pand upon the r o l e  o f  t he  media i n  market ing .  He 
argued t h a t  t he  audience has become a commodity. 
L i v a n t  c r i t i c i z e d  the European a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t he  
U.S. c u l t u r e  i s  a  "s imple  c u l t u r e . "  That t he  U.S. 
c u l t u r e  does n o t  appear t o  have the  t r a d i t i o n s  and 
depth o f  European c u l t u r e  and l i f e .  He argued t h a t  
the  U.S. c u l t u r e  i s  an advanced c u l t u r e  worthy o f  
ana l ys i s  and s tudy.  That the  use o f  brand names 
f o r  products  i n  t h e  U.S. i s  r e l a t e d  t o  the  ideo- 
l o g i c a l  system on which t h e  c u l t u r e  i s  based. As 
an i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  h i s  p o i n t  he discussed a  New York 
Times a r t i c l e  about t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the  Coca Cola 
-
Company t o  p r o t e c t  bo th  o f  t h e i r  brand names--Coca 
Cola and Coke. 
The d iscussant  f o r  t h i s  sess ion was David Crowley 
o f  McGi l l  U n i v e r s i t y .  Crowley i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  per -  
haps the d i scuss ion  a t  t h i s  sess ion cou ld  be seen as 
an example o f  t he . j r e th ink ing  o f  audience research. 
To understand the'-audience as a  commodity, Smythe 
and L i v a n t  were a t t emp t i ng  t o  focus a t t e n t i o n  upon 
the  "Captains o f  Consciousness" who depend upon the  
scho lars  o f  consciousness t o  t e l l  them what the  
audience wants. Yet, Crowley noted, scho lars  such 
as Raymond Wi l l iams suggest t h a t  t he re  a re  no 
"Captains o f  Consciousness." 
The morning sess ion was f o l l o w e d  by t he  business 
meet ing.  Don Thea l l ,  cha i rperson of  t he  s t e e r i n g  
committee, repo r ted  on the commit tee's a c t i v i t i e s  
du r i ng  the  pas t  yea r .  The s t e e r i n g  committee met 
t h ree  t imes i n  t he  pas t  yea r  - i n  Ottawa i n  November, 
Vancouver i n  March, and Saskatoon p r i o r  t o  the  
a s s o c i a t i o n  meet ing.  The committee has added th ree  
persons t o  i t s  membership: Ms. Kealy Brooker o f  the  
CBC, P ro f .  L inda Christenson-Ruffman of  Ha l i f ax  and 
John Twomey o f  Ryerson Po l y techn i ca l  I n s t i t u t e .  
Twomey serves as t he  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on the  associa- 
t i o n  execu t i ve  o f  the  Assoc ia t i on  f o r  the  Study o f  
Canadian Radio and T e l e v i s i o n .  (See appended r e p o r t )  
Dur ing  the  business meet ing the  s t e e r i n g  committee 
t o  found a  communication a s s o c i a t i o n  presented s i x  
r e s o l u t i o n s  which were accepted by persons a t t end ing  
the  meet ing.  The f i r s t  r e s o l u t i o n  es tab l i shed  the 
Canadian Communication Assoc ia t i on  and empowered the 
s t e e r i n g  committee t o  be i t s  f i r s t  o f f i c e r s  and 
Board o f  D i r e c t o r s .  The second mot ion  empowered the  
new Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  t o  undertake d iscuss ions lead- 
i n g  t o  the  es tab l ishment  o f  t he  a s s o c i a t i o n  as a  
learned soc ie t y ,  e s t a b l i s h  dues, s o l i c i t  nembership, 
and prepare a  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  be 
presented a t  t he  nex t  meet ing i n  1980 a t  Mont rea l .  
Another mot ion  empowered the  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  c'ommittees i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  the  
Montreal  meet ing  and conference. The f i n a l  
r e s o l u t i o n  accepted the  Canadian Journa l  o f  Com- 
municat ion ,  pub l i shed  a t  York U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h e  
pas t  f i v e  years,  as t he  o f f i c i a l  j o u r n a l  o f  t he  
assoc ia t i on .  Members o f  CCA w i l l  r e c e i v e  a  sub- 
s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h e  Journa l  as a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  
membership. The e d i t o r i a l  board o f  t he  j o u r n a l  
i s  t o  be named by the  Assoc ia t i on  i n  coope ra t i on  
w i t h  t h e  P u b l i c a t i o n  Board a t  York U n i v e r s i t y .  
The present  e d i t o r  o f  t he  j o u r n a l ,  E a r l e  B e a t t i e  
o f  York U n i v e r s i t y ,  w i l l  con t i nue  i n  o f f i c e .  
The business meet ing a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  member- 
s h i p  ca tego r i es  f o r  t he  Assoc ia t i on .  The member- 
s h i p  ca tego r i es  are :  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  - $50.00 a  
year ,  A c t i v e  members - $20.00 a  year ,  i n c l u d i n g  
an $8 s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  t he  Journa l ,  and Student 
members - $15.00 a  year .  Membership dues were 
s e t  i n  p a r t  by t he  proposed new r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  
learned s o c i e t i e s  under d i scuss ion  by t he  Humani- 
t i e s  and Soc ia l  Science Research Counc i l .  Eugene 
Tate, S t .  Thomas More Col lege,  Saskatoon, i s  
membership cha i rperson.  
F r i day  a f t e rnoon ,  another  sess ion was h e l d  w i t h  
papers be ing presented. Stephen K l i n e  and W i l l i a m  
Le i ss  o f  ~ o r k  U n i v e r s i t y  presented a  paper e n t i t l e d ,  
"Myth and Rhe to r i c  i n  Adve r t i s i ng . "  Th is  paper 
presented an i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n t o  t he  research be ing 
conducted by K l i n e  and Le i ss  concern inghowcanadian 
a d v e r t i s i n g  has u t i l i z e d  human needs. Through t h e i r  
paper and the  use o f  s l i d e s  showing Canadian maga- 
z i n e  advert isements from 1910 t o  t he  present ,  they 
i l l u s t r a t e d  the  changes i n  t he  "imagery of s a t i s -  
f a c t i o n . "  
The second paper o f  t he  a f t e rnoon  was e n t i t l e d ,  
" A c t i v a t i o n  Theory and the Uses and G r a t i f i c a t i o n s  
Research," by Eugene Tate, S t .  Thomas More Col lege. 
Tate  at tempted t o  use a c t i v a t i o n  theory ,  developed 
by Donald F i ske  and Sa l va to re  Maddi a t  t he  Un iver -  
s i t y  o f  Chicago, t o  expand the  uses and g r a t i f i c a -  
t i o n s  pe rspec t i ve .  The uses and g r a t i f i c a t i o n s  per -  
soec t i ve  d e v e l o ~ e d  i n  Europe and I s r a e l  has r e f o -  
&sed mass comn"nicat ion research f rom the t r a d i -  
t i o n a l  quest ion ,  "what do the  media do t o  people?" 
t o  t h e  uses and g r a t i f i c a t i o n s  ques t i on  o f  "what 
do people do w i t h  t he  media?" By us ing  a c t i v a t i o n  
theory ,  Tate  argued, one i s  a b l e  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  
uses based on a  d e s i r e  f o r  a )  v a r i e t y  o f  a c t i v i t y ,  
b )  n o v e l t y ,  c )  v a r i a t i o n  i n  phys i ca l  a c t i v i t y ,  o r  
d )  new i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  meaningfulness. C e r t a i n l y  
b o t h  a c t i v a t i o n  t heo ry  and t h e  uses and g r a t i f i c a -  
t i o n s  pe rspec t i ve  pe rce i ve  t he  audience members 
as be ing a c t i v e  i n  seeking t o  use t h e  media accord- 
i n g  t o  t h e i r  needs. 
The a f t e rnoon  sess ion was c h a i r e d  by W i l l i a m  
Richards o f  Simon Fraser  U n i v e r s i t y .  Douglas Baer 
o f  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Windsor and Donald Thea l l ,  
M c G i l l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  were d iscussants  f o r  t he  a f t e r -  
noon session. They d i v i d e d  t h e  papers among them- 
se lves  w i t h  Thea l l  r e a c t i n g  t o  t he  Le i ss  and Kl i n e  
paper w h i l e  Baer reac ted  t o  t h e  Tate paper. 
I n  1972 a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communication 
Assoc ia t i on  convent ion  i n  A t l an ta ,  Gus Alexander 
o f  Wr ight  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  gave a  paper e n t i t l e d ,  
" I n s t r u c t i o n a l  Metacommunication and Sel f -D i  r ec ted  
Learning."  I n  t h i s  paper Alexander made a  d i s t i n c -  
t i o n  between two types o f  d iscussants  and c r i t i c s  
which can be found a t  learned meetings and i n  the  
classroom. The f i r s t  type of d iscussant ,  found 
most o f t e n  a t  European meet ings,  uses the  paper as 
a  jumping o f f  p o i n t  t o  f u r t h e r  develop t h e  f i e l d  o f  
communication. Thus t h i s  d i scussan t  w i l l  move 
q u i c k l y  over  inadequacies i n  the  p resen ta t i on  i n  
o rde r  t o  b u i l d  upon the  p o s i t i v e  aspects o f  the  
paper.  Th is  d i scussan t  then proceeds t o  expand 
upon what i s  w r i t t e n  t o  p o i n t  new ways i n  which the 
theory  and research may proceed. This type o f  pre- 
s e n t a t i o n  accepts what has been done by t h e  author  
under d iscuss ion,  b u i l d s  upon it, and g e n e r a l l y  
advances the academic d i scuss ion .  
The second type o f  d iscussant ,  a r i s i n g  f rom the 
compe t i t i ve  c u l t u r e  o f  No r th  America, can say no th ing  
good about t he  paper which i s  under cons ide ra t i on  
Th is  d iscussant  can o n l y  c r i t i c i z e  because he o r  she 
i s  i n  compe t i t i on  w i t h  t he  pape r ( s )  which have been 
presented. Noth ing good must be s a i d  about t he  
paper and every  a t tempt  must be made t o  p o i n t  o u t  
e r r o r s  o r  inadequacies i n  t he  theory  and methodology 
which have been used. If the  d iscussant  must go t o  
re ferences and a t t a c k  them, t h i s  i s  acceptab le  q i ven  
the  compe t i t i ve  s t r a t e g y .  While t h e  f i r s t  type-o f  
d i cussan t  t r e a t s  t h e  au tho rs  as co l leagues,  the  
second type o f  d iscussant  t r e a t s  t he  authors  as 
no th ing  l e s s  than beg inn ing s tudents  i n  t he  f i e l d  
who have much t o  l e a r n .  
A t  t he  Saskatoon meet ing  seve ra l  good examples o f  
t he  two types o f  d iscussants  d e l i n e a t e d  by Alexander 
occurred. Of t he  t h r e e  d iscussants  d u r i n g  the  day 
two took the  f i r s t  approach and sought t o  s t rengthen 
the  papers and f i e l d  o f  comnunicat ion s t u d i e s .  The 
t h i r d  d iscussant  d ismissed the  paper under d i scuss ion  
t o t a l l y ,  because o f  an unw i l l i ngness  t o  cons ider  as 
v a l i d  s o c i a l  psycho log i ca l  va r i ab les ,  and ,gave an 
e x c e l l e n t  demonst ra t ion  o f  No r th  American c r i t i c i s m .  
When the  Saskatoon meet ing was planned by t he  
s t e e r i n g  committee, f ou r  papers were chosen because 
va r i ous  members o f  t h e  s t e e r i n g  committee knew they 
were a v a i l a b l e .  No a t t emp t  was made t o  i n t e g r a t e  
them i n t o  an u n i f i e d  theme f o r  t he  meet ing.  These 
were papers which were a v a i l a b l e  on s h o r t  n o t i c e  and 
the  authors  were w i l l i n g  t o  come t o  Saskatoon. 
I n  h i s  rev iew a r t i c l e  i n  t he  l a s t  i s sue  o f  
Canadian Journal  o f  Comnunication, Stephen K l i n e  
p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  he b e l i e v e s  t h e  f i e l d  o f  c m u n i c a -  
t i o n  i n  Canada has a d i v e r s i t y  o f  approaches and 
t h e o r e t i c a l  perspect ives  which i s  l a c k i n g  i n  U.S. 
comnunicat ion s tud ies .  The Saskatoon meet ing,  i n  
t he  o p i n i o n  o f  t h i s  author ,  i l l u s t r a t e d  K l i n e ' s  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  communication research i n  Canada. 
Th is  au tho r  i s  n o t  aware o f  any papers present  a t  
e i t h e r  I . C . A .  o r  S.C.A. meet ing  i n  t h e  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  
o r  even a t  meetings o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  assoc ia t i ons ,  
s i m i l a r  t o  those g i ven  by Smythe and L i v a n t .  The 
Kl i n e  and Le iss  paper u t i l i z i n g  con ten t  ana l ys i s  t o  
understand t h e  myth and r h e t o r i c  o f  a d v e r t i s i n g  i s  
c l o s e r  t o  some o f  t h e  papers one f i n d s  a t  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  comnunicat ion meet ings s ince  i t  i s  w i t h i n  
t he  r h e t o r i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  o f  a n a l y s i s .  (Cont.on back cover) 
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